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the land and on the shelf does not speak well
for our collective intelligence.

Unleash the sleeping tiger of free-enter-
prise.

RON.

Drilling for oil now is our only hope. It is
out there; it is what we need; go get it! I am
encouraged this morning that John McCain
wants to drill off shore again. All of the con-
serving, all of the money being invested in
testing new technologies is not going to cut
it and it is no substitution for what we really
need: OIL! Wind and electricity are not going
to power my car or the many other things
that need it. Depending on oil from the Mid-
dle East is shameful. Please tell Congress to
allow production in full force offshore Cali-
fornia and in the Gulf, Alaska and in the
mid-west now and start repairing the old re-
fineries and building new ones. It needs to be
on the fast track; in other words do not take
years writing an environmental impact
statement. It can be done safely and with
minimum impact to the environment.

It is very sad that I am no longer able to
travel to visit my 78-year-old Mom in north-
ern Arizona, a trip I/'we used to make twice
a year. This is distancing families more than
ever. I may never see my other family mem-
bers in California or Minnesota again unless
gas prices drop. I am a 56-year-old widow
struggling to make ends meet. I have had to
give up driving any long distances. I only
drive for local errands. It is a struggle now
to pay heat, electric and food bills and it will
only get worse. But heck, my family and
friends are in the same boat; they cannot af-
ford to visit me either.

I am sadly watching the elderly and dis-
abled attempting to walk or ride bicycles to
the grocery store that should not. I am see-
ing empty shelves at the grocery stores and
other merchants because the trucks have not
come in or are not coming as often. This is
nuts.

My husband admired you; if he were here
now, he would be the one who had a lot to
say about the current situation America is
in. You met him on a boat in Lake Coeur
d’Alene quite awhile ago. He had much
knowledge of our current situation as far
back as the 1970s and predicted as did many
others our current situation. He died of a
brain tumor in 1999. His resume included
work in Libya, Alaska, the Gulf, offshore
Santa Barbara working for Baroid, and over
30 years of government service with the U.S.
Geological Survey and Bureau of Land Man-
agement.

CAROL, Moscow.

In response to your energy prices email—
the increase for gasoline has been tremen-
dous for my husband and me. We both are
senior citizens, but still have jobs and go to
work every day. Bob is a realtor and spends
$100 minimum per week. My cost is $50 plus,
even though I do not use my vehicle for
work. We live about 14 miles from our of-
fices, and we do not have economy vehicles.
We probably could not even sell our cars
right now. I work on commission and my
paycheck for last month was $256; that bare-
ly covers the $200 plus for gasoline. Both of
these businesses are down right now.

We totally agree with your thinking on
this—keep up the good work. Why cannot
others get it??

CHERYL, Coeur d’Alene.

Feeling the pinch is an understatement. I
am very eco-friendly as much that can be af-
forded; however, when you weigh in the costs
for the current prices, it makes it close to
impossible to save to afford to be more eco-
friendly. Thus creating a further pinch on
my way of life. We are setting back those in
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our economy and simply making it more dif-
ficult to do business. From my aspect, I
oversee four hotels in the area and not only
is airline travel being down causing an issue
to our hotels but the overall cost of oper-
ations has risen. These operational costs
have been from the increase in food cost
many sur-charge related to fuel, to a higher
rate of pay to incentive employees to drive
that car to work every day, the list can go
on.

Personally, I am a single mother and all
the costs of my child are that for me to pro-
vide. The smallest incremental raise in cost
creates stress in our way of life. We have to
wage out some other wise ‘‘affordable’ fun
things to do if driving is (and as I love to see
Idaho) involved. My gas costs have nearly
doubled, food is costing more, and there are
limited options other than facing these and
dealing with them at face value. I would love
to see there be more alternate fuel options so
that we are using only what is necessary
when it comes to oil.

I support anything you are doing that will
make the world a more friendly environment
and reusable environment; my greatest hope
would be for this evolution to also allow
more of my money to stay in my home.

Shawna.

Thank you for the opp. Our small business
is fairly new, started in 2005, when we
changed venue from a motel. It has never
been a million dollar enterprise, but we did
not expect that and did not need that; just
hoped it was something we could hand to our
kids when we retire. Every time the gas
prices went up, business went down. Then
the foreclosures started. Now many of our
customers are gone. Some are even going
back to California! We are now contem-
plating bankruptcy. The energy costs are a
large part of the reason why. We have a
small second hand store where we also sell
hand crafted furniture and our pottery.
When someone comes into our store with a
LIST! we know things are going down the
tube. This is the kind of store people nor-
mally spend time browsing in. Very few cus-
tomers can afford to just shop anymore.
They are struggling to buy gas to even go to
town, and to buy groceries. I suggest an in-
vestigation into hydrogen power. It was
going well in 1978, then no more was heard
about it. We are promoting it to anyone who
will listen, and I am going to spend time in-
vestigating; not just the feasibility of it, but
the how. It is now a definite option.

Thank you for listening,

NANCY, Priest River.

I just want to say that as a Disabled Amer-
ican, I feel the pain!! My wife of many years
works for the City of Boise while I am dis-
abled and we are no longer moving forward.
She works hard at the Water Treatment
plant everyday and I battle my conditions
equally hard and yet as I fight, the more it
costs, electricity for my oxygen machine, co-
payments to doctors offices, procedures,
medications . . . etc. Now with this INFLA-
TION hitting, we are feeling the effects of
$4.00 gas, higher utilities cost across the
board, food prices and on and on.

See the thing is, we have been preparing
for this for awhile now. Back in 2004 we trad-
ed in our 1994 Ford Taurus SHO @ 16 MPG
Premium Fuel for a 2004 Honda Civic Hybrid
that has gotten us to a real 40 MPG regular
fuel. About the same time we moved closer
to Sandra’s work to save on daily driving.
We even went to riding trikes to the Phar-
macy and the grocery store, and my wife ad-
ditionally rides hers to work now a couple of
times a week or so . . . and yet we are using
savings and have even cut back on putting
funds that is matched by the City of Boise.
We will be in trouble in a few years unless
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something changes. I do not know what our
government is going to do, but I believe that
if they gave some sort of incentive to buyers
to get into hybrids as well as the new clean
burning diesel ala Europe. We could improve
the oil situation, we have cut our usage by
more than you would believe. Drilling up
north is happening next door in Canada,
what is up with us? We need to be making
changes that the rest of the plant sees. We
could help the USD to bounce back some and
that would help reduce the cost of gas.
PETE.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FREDERICK NEWS-POST

e Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor and congratulate the
Frederick News-Post on its 125th anni-
versary. On October 15, 1883, a printing
company in Frederick, MD, published
the first edition of The News, an
evening newspaper that reported about
local happenings. In 1916, this printing
company purchased another local
paper, the Frederick Post, which it
continued to offer in the mornings.
After almost a century of circulating
these two editions, the company chose
to merge the two papers in 2002 and
offer just a morning paper that in-
cluded not only great local news sto-
ries but also important national cov-
erage.

The Frederick News-Post circulates
over 11 million papers a year and em-
ploys over 200 people. The company
also includes FNP Printing & Pub-
lishing, a commercial printing venture
as well as an Internet division called
FNP Interactive. The Frederick News-
Post is a vital part of the Frederick
community, and I am so proud that
this Maryland newspaper has been suc-
cessful for the past 125 years. I hope
that it continues to bring the news to
families around the State for 125
more.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

——
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 11:14 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
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Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 6859. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1501 South Slappey Boulevard in Albany,
Georgia, as the “Dr. Walter Carl Gordon, Jr.
Post Office Building”’.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 7005. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide alternative
minimum tax relief for individuals for 2008.

H.R. 7006. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide disaster as-
sistance relief.

H.R. 7060. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide incentives
for energy production and conservation, to
extend certain expiring provisions, to pro-
vide individual income tax relief, and for
other purposes.

—————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr.
VoIiNoVICH, and Mr. CONRAD):

S. Res. 724. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate on the horrific terrorist
attacks and siege in Mumbai, India, begin-
ning on November 26, 2008, and concluding on
November 29, 2008; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. VITTER:

S. Res. 725. A resolution acknowledging the
accomplishments and goals of the Youth Im-
pact Program; considered and agreed to.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Ms.
SNOWE):

S. Res. 726. A resolution designating De-
cember 13, 2008, as ‘‘“Wreaths Across America
Day’’; considered and agreed to.

By Mrs. CLINTON (for herself, Mr.
LAUTENBERG, Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr.
MENENDEZ):

S. Res. 727. A resolution honoring the vic-
tims of the bombing of Pan Am flight 103 on
the twentieth anniversary of the tragedy:
considered and agreed to.

———————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 3683
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3683, a bill to amend the Emer-
gency Economic Stabilization Act to
require approval by the Congress for
certain expenditures for the Troubled
Asset Relief Program.
S. 3697
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3697, a bill to amend the Emer-
gency Economic Stabilization Act to
require approval by the Congress for
certain expenditures for the Troubled
Asset Relief Program.
S. 3698
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
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sponsor of S. 3698, a bill to prohibit any
recipient of emergency Federal eco-
nomic assistance from using such funds
for lobbying expenditures or political
contributions, to improve trans-
parency, enhance accountability, en-
courage responsible corporate govern-
ance, and for other purposes.

———

SUBMITED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 724—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE ON THE HORRIFIC TER-
RORIST ATTACKS AND SIEGE IN
MUMBAI, INDIA, BEGINNING ON
NOVEMBER 26, 2008, AND CON-
CLUDING ON NOVEMBER 29, 2008

Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr.
VOINOVICH, and Mr. CONRAD) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 724

Whereas, on the evening of November 26,
2008, evidence strongly suggests that 10 ter-
rorists came ashore into the city of Mumbai,
India, from a hijacked fishing trawler in the
Arabian Sea, and conducted coordinated at-
tacks on major hotels, restaurants, hos-
pitals, and transportation hubs, and a reli-
gious center;

Whereas the attackers entered into a
standoff with security forces of the Govern-
ment of India over the next 60 hours at a
number of sites, deliberately holding many
hostages while trapping other innocent vic-
tims with no means of escape;

Whereas authorities of the Government of
India brought the horrific three-day siege of
Mumbai to a close on the morning of Novem-
ber 29, 2008;

Whereas the final death toll from the siege
exceeded 170 victims, with hundreds more in-
jured;

Whereas those murdered include citizens of
India as well as 22 foreigners from 11 dif-
ferent countries, including the following six
United States citizens: Aryeh Leibish
Teitelbaum, Rabbi Gavriel Noah Holtzberg,
Ben Zion Chroman, Sandeep Jeswani, Alan
Michael Scherr, and Naomi Leia Scherr.

Whereas the terrorists who attacked
Mumbai attacked a symbol of religious plu-
ralism and outreach, a Jewish outreach cen-
ter at the Nariman House, murdering six
residents of the Nariman House, including
Rabbi Holtzberg and his five-month pregnant
wife, Rivka, orphaning their two-year old
son, Moshe, who was heroically rescued by
his Indian nanny, Sandra Samuel;

Whereas nine of the attackers were found
dead at various sites where they were en-
gaged in a standoff with authorities of the
Government of India, with only one sur-
viving attacker taken into custody;

Whereas evidence collected to date sug-
gests the involvement of an Islamic militant
group, Lashkar-e-Taiba, that has ties to al
Qaeda and operates out of Pakistan;

Whereas India has endured a series of dev-
astating terrorist attacks in recent years,
suffering 3,674 deaths from terrorist attacks
in a recent three-year period; and

Whereas India, the world’s largest democ-
racy, is a strategic partner of the United
States, and this bilateral relationship is
built on common values and unity against
extremism: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) affirms that the people of the United
States stand in unison with the people of
India in the aftermath of these horrific ter-
rorist attacks;
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(2) condemns strongly the atrocities per-
petrated against the people of Mumbai, con-
veys its deepest condolences to the families
and loved ones of those killed, and expresses
its wishes for the speedy recovery of the hun-
dreds of people injured in these senseless at-
tacks;

(3) notes that these attacks did not only
target citizens of India, but represented a
collective assault against the international
community, with 22 foreigners, including six
Americans, among those murdered;

(4) noting that President Bush has offered
United States Government assistance, en-
courages the Government of India to conduct
a comprehensive investigation into the at-
tacks and applauds the tone of moderation
and restraint exhibited by the Government
of India to date in reaction to these horrific
attacks;

(5) urges the Government of Pakistan to
investigate aggressively the possible connec-
tion of groups based in Pakistan, including
the Lashkar-e-Taiba, to the Mumbai attacks
and take definitive action to apprehend and
detain suspects, and is thus encouraged by
the raid on an apparent militant camp on
December 7, 2008, and the arrest of key sus-
pects;

(6) calls upon the Government of Pakistan
to take all necessary steps to root out all ex-
tremist groups operating on its territory,
halt attacks aimed at Pakistan and any
other countries, and ensure that no elements
of the Government support such groups;

(7) strongly encourages President-elect
Obama to consider ways in which the United
States Government can bolster counter-ter-
rorism cooperation with the Government of
India to ensure that authorities in that
country possess all the requisite equipment
and training needed to prevent and respond
to future terrorist attacks; and

(8) urges bolstered United States efforts to
develop and implement policies and projects
to combat all forms of religious extremism,
including anti-Semitism, in order to deter
the type of targeted attacks like that waged
against the Chabad Lubavitch center in
Mumbai.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 725—AC-
KNOWLEDGING THE ACCOM-

PLISHMENTS AND GOALS OF
THE YOUTH IMPACT PROGRAM

Mr. VITTER submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 725

Whereas many at-risk young men in the
inner cities of the United States face a chal-
lenging and uncertain future;

Whereas the future success of at-risk
young men can be greatly enhanced through
sustained mentorship;

Whereas effective working partnerships be-
tween and within the public and private sec-
tors can have a lasting and positive impact
on the future of at-risk young men;

Whereas participation in organized sports
has provided a creative and disciplined out-
let and a path to a better life for many at-
risk young men;

Whereas the Youth Impact Program com-
bines the disciplines of football, mentoring,
and academics in partnerships between local
National Football League franchises and uni-
versities to promote discipline, learning, and
positive values;

Whereas the Youth Impact Program is a
community-based program that has proven
its value over the past 2 years in raising the
outlook and aspirations of at-risk young
men and has provided at-risk young men
greater exposure to academics, core values,
and life skills;
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